
the

WRS Journal
Western Reformed Seminary, Tacoma, Washington

Volume 9, Issue 1 February 2002

Special issue: Questions After
Terrorism

EDITOR’S NOTES inside cover

KEYNOTE pages 1 - 5
“The Events of 9/11--An Act of God’s Judg-
ment?”
Rev. Doug Sukhia, Pastor, Armor BPC, Orchard
Park, NY, and WRS Board member

EXEGESIS pages 6 - 13
“What Does the Sixth Commandment Mean?”
Dr. John Battle, Professor of NT & Theology
“What is the Government Supposed to Do? An
Exegesis of Romans 13:1-4”
Rev. Tito Lyro, Assistant  Professor  of Theology
and Bible

APPLICATION & PERSPECTIVE pages 14 - 31
“Is There Such a Thing As a Just War? A
Critique of the Just War Debate”
 Rev. Leonard Pine, Assistant Professor of
Practical Theology
“How Multi-Cultural Should We Be? The
Christian and ‘Cultural Diversity’”
Rev. Christopher Lensch, Assoc. Professor of OT
“A Lament”
Dr. Robert Anderson, Pastor, Tacoma Bible
Presbyterian Church, Tacoma, Washington
“Believing the Unbelievable”
Dr. Samuel L. Bloomenfeld

Next Issue:
Discipline and

Discipling in
Church and

Home

R
ET

U
R

N
 S

ER
V

IC
E 

R
EQ

U
ES

TE
D

W
es

te
rn

 R
ef

or
m

ed
 S

em
in

ar
y

5 
So

ut
h 

“G
” 

St
re

et
T

ac
om

a,
 W

as
hi

ng
to

n 
 9

84
05



The WRS Journal, 8:1. August 2001

Subscription Information
The WRS Journal is published semi-annually, with issues appearing every February
and August. Circulation is currently approximately 800, with a production run of 1000
copies. Subscriptions for churches and school libraries in the U.S. are free. Individual
subscriptions are available for $5 per annum (2 issues) for domestic addresses, and $10
per annum for international addresses (U.S. funds only). Please write or call to sub-
scribe. You may also e-mail your subscription requests and/or comments to:

registrar@wrs.edu.
the WRS Journal

5 South “G” Street
Tacoma, Washington 98405

(253) 272-0417
Back issues are available electronically at: www.wrs.edu

  Opinions expressed herein are those of the contributors, and do not
necessarily reflect the official position of WRS on any given topic.

For a copy of our catalogue, contact the office.

Since 1983, Training Christian Leaders to Serve Christ
“in Spirit and in Truth”

· Bible-Believing, Reformed, &
Premillennial

· Several Masters Programs, Day and Night
Classes

· Balanced Approach on Christian Scholar-
ship & Christian Service

· Biblical Counseling Training leading to
Certification with the National Association
of Nouthetic Counselors

· Programs Recognized for VA Benefits

· Introductory Rates for Church Groups

253/272-0417            registrar@wrs.edu
Five South “G” Street, Tacoma, WA 98405

EDITOR’S NOTES: FROM JOHN BATTLE
“The LORD determined to tear down the wall around the Daughter of Zion. He

stretched out a measuring line and did not withhold his hand from destroying. He
made ramparts and walls lament; together they wasted away. Her gates have sunk
into the ground; their bars he has broken and destroyed.” (Lam. 2:8-9)

“I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, ‘Don’t be
afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your
brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.’” (Neh. 4:14)

This is a special issue of the WRS Journal. Many nations are now engaged in
a war against terrorism, begun with the vicious attack of September 11. How are
Christians to react in this war and to terrorism? The Bible offers different examples:
in Jeremiah’s time the city was destroyed as an act of judgment by God; in Nehemiah’s
time God used the military defense of the people to spare his city. In both cases God
was sovereign and honored his promises. In both cases his people called out to him.

We’ve called this issue of the Journal “Questions After Terrorism.” Pastor Doug
Sukhia answers the question, Is God behind this act? And Pastor Robert Anderson
compares this attack to that witnessed by Jeremiah, drawing out applications for us.
Articles by John Battle and Tito Lyro deal with the biblical standards for governments
and the preservation of life. Chris Lensch and Len Pine discuss the questions of cul-
tural diversity and of just warfare. Finally, we conclude with and article by education
writer Samuel L. Blumenfeld, in which he relates the evident evil in terrorists to his
Calvinistic faith.

Lord willing, our next issue will continue the subject begun in our last issue,
dealing with discipline and discipleship in the family and the church. In the mean
time, we can rejoice that we serve a sovereign, faithful, and merciful God.
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